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October 2008Chattanooga Grotto of the NSS

October Meeting!
The Chattanooga Grotto currently meets at
the Chattanooga Nature Center! Our next
meeting is Monday, October 13,  at 7pm.  EC
Meeting is at 6pm.   Directions are in this
newsletter!  See you there!

Driving Directions to the Nature Center:
From Downtown:
1. Go south on Broad St, towards Lookout
Mountain
2. When you get to signs for Ruby Falls/Rock
City – follow signs to Ruby Falls.
3. Go under the railroad underpass.
4. Follow Cummings Hwy (the road you are now
on) around the base of the mountain.
5. You will pass the sign to go up the mountain
to Ruby Falls, continue around
6. After the Lookout Valley apartments, and
Mountain View apartments you will take a left
turn
7. Onto Old Wauhatchie
8. Take the next right from Old Wauhatchie, this
is Garden Rd – follow to end and our parking lot.

This Month’s Program
Journey to Amazing Caves. The Imax pro-
gram many of us missed has been
released on DVD. I have a high resolution
version which requires a laptop with Win-
dows Media Player Nine. If you have one,
please bring it to the meeting.

The Nature Center is having its  festival of the
jack o lanterns on the 18th and 19th of this
month. The Nature Center allows us the use
of their meeting room with the understanding
that we help with the parking for this festival.
The listed times of the festival are Oct. 18
starting about 12:30 to 8:30 and Sunday Oct.
19 from 12:00 to 6:00. Please let me know
what time will be willing to work so I can let
Susan know how many people to expect.
Thanks Marty

“Where Black“Where Black“Where Black“Where Black“Where Black
Cats prowl andCats prowl andCats prowl andCats prowl andCats prowl and
pumpkins gleam,pumpkins gleam,pumpkins gleam,pumpkins gleam,pumpkins gleam,
May luck beMay luck beMay luck beMay luck beMay luck be
Yours onYours onYours onYours onYours on
Halloween.”Halloween.”Halloween.”Halloween.”Halloween.”

- Author Unknown
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Halloween Survival Guide
o When it appears that you have killed the monster, never check to see if it’s really dead.

o If you find that your house is built upon or near a cemetery, was once a church used for black

masses, had previous inhabitants who went mad or committed suicide or died in some horrible

fashion, or had inhabitants who performed satanic practices in your house move away immediately.

o Never read a book of demon summoning aloud, even as a joke.

o Do not search the basement, especially if the power has gone out.

o If your children speak to you in Latin or any other language which they should not know, or if they

speak to you using a voice which is other than their own, shoot them immediately. It will save you a

lot of grief in the long run. NOTE: It will probably take several rounds to kill them, so be prepared.

o When you have the benefit of numbers, never pair off and go it alone.

o As a general rule, don’t solve puzzles that open portals to Hell.

o If appliances start operating by themselves, move out.

o Do not take *anything* from the dead.

o If you find a town which looks deserted, it’s probably for a reason. Take the hint and stay away.

o If you’re running from the monster, expect to trip or fall down at least twice, more if you are of the

female persuasion. Also note that, despite the fact that you are running and the monster is merely

shambling along, it’s still moving fast enough to catch up with you.

o If your companions suddenly begin to exhibit uncharacteristic behavior such as hissing, fascination

for blood, glowing eyes, increasing hairiness, and so on, get away from them as fast as possible.

o Stay away from certain geographical locations, some of which are listed here: Amityville, Elm

Street, Transylvania, Nilbog (you’re in trouble if you recognize this one), the Bermuda Triangle, or

any small town in Maine.

o If your car runs out of gas at night, do not go to the nearby deserted-looking house to phone for

help.

o Beware of strangers bearing tools such as chainsaws, staple guns, hedge trimmers, electric carving

knives, combines, lawnmowers, butane torches, soldering irons, band saws, or any devices made

from deceased companions.
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by Jerry Wallace

November’s program will
once again be a
presentation of cave
photography by the
member’s of the
Chattanooga Grotto. This is

not a competition, just a chance for you,
the members of the grotto, to show off
some of the pictures you’ve been taking on
your caving adventures. They can be
anything from snapshots to multi-flash “art”
shots as long as they’re of caves or
Chattanooga Grotto members caving. I
need to get your submissions by the
meeting on October 13th, so get your best
shots together now. Pictures should be
digital shots, no prints or slides, and
submitted in Jpeg format. If you only have
a couple, you can e-mail them to me in a
Zip file, reduced to approximately 8" x 11",
and compressed to 800k or less. More than
2 or 3 shots should be burned to a CD (no
DVD’s) and either mailed to me before
October 13th, or brought to the meeting on
that date. Shots on disc can be full sized
and uncompressed (like they are when
they come off of your picture card). Write
your name and contact info on the disc and
include a list of the shots with:
* Photographer’s name
* Title of the picture (if any)
* Location (if desired)
* Any other information you think is
relevant, such as names of assistants or
models in the picture.

You may submit up to
30 of your best shots, and
be aware that not all of them
may be used, depending on
how many total are received.
Please don’t give me a disc
with hundreds of unedited
pictures on it; I just won’t

have time to deal with them.
There are no stipulations about

subject matter, but I’d like to keep the
number of posed “group shots” to a
minimum, so we don’t just have a bunch of
pictures of people sitting around in front of
a cave entrance before or after a trip
(unless they are exceptional).
E-mail submissions to: jerwal17@cs.com
Standard mail submissions to:
Jerry Wallace
1635 County Rd. 799
Flat Rock, AL 35966
If you have any questions, E-mail me or
call at 706-657-3857.
The success of this program will depend on
your participation, so start getting your
shots together now!

“There are three things I’ve learned
never to discuss with people:
religion, politcs, and the Great
Pumpkin.”

-Linus Van Pelt in It’s the Great
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown
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Vice Chair/Conservation Officer:
Jim Wilbanks
Post Office Box  34
Rising Fawn, GA 30738-0034
H - 706.462.2316
jimgail69@earthlink.net

chattanoogagrotto.org Webmasters:
Mike Harrison
H - 423.886.4335
meuon@geeklabs.com
Jonny Prouty
H - 571.251.6160
dormat@gmail.com

Gear Guru/Cave Key Holder: Buddy Lane
40 Hidden Brook Lane
Signal Mountain, TN 37377
C - 423.580.0624, W - 423.867.2846
blane@scci.org

Contact List

In order to get the Tagline out earlier we would like articles for all editions of the Tagline to be submitted by the 28th of the month before publication.
Send in pictures, articles, announcements, or what you want posted.  See contact page for info. All drawings are copyright protected and the editor has
received special permission from the artist to use in the TAGLine. The gifted Rick Spears provided the drawing on the envelope.  Thank you very much!
The Chattanooga Grotto TAGLine is the monthly notice of The Chattanooga Grotto of the National Speleological Society, Inc.  The editor reserves the
right to edit submissions for clarity and space requirements.  Exchanges are welcome and encouraged.  Please submit trip report and other longer material
to the TAGLine PO Box 11506, Chattanooga, TN  37401-2506 or the Grotto TAGLine Editor.

© Chattanooga Grotto of the NSS

Chair:  Marty Abercrombie
9869 Highway 11
Trenton, GA 30752
H - 706.657.7160
abercrombie_mart@hotmail.com

Treasurer/Membership:  Butch Feldhous
5416 Hunter Village Drive
Ooltewah, TN 37363-7004
H - 423.238.7009
bfeldhaus@centurytel.net

Secretary/TAGline Editor:  Hollie Baranick
5750 Lake Resort Dr. #L-128
Chattanooga, TN 37415
H - 423.280.8223
holliebaranick@gmail.com
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