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A Letter from the Chair:

The October meeting did not have a scheduled
presentation, and in light of our previous
chairman’s departure, the grotto had a “family”
talk. We used this opportunity to field ideas,
and make suggestions about what we the EC
committee and the general membership could
do to make the grotto a stronger, more cohe-
sive organization. The general consensus was
that the Chattanooga grotto has drifted away
from its caving roots and seems to focus on
the Munchie stand, the grotto picnic/auction,
and the summer splash at sinking cove.

There have been several studies showing that
families who eat meals together regularly are
generally a closer, better balanced family; |
believe the same goes for grottoes. We need
to be caving TOGETHER, discussing caving
TOGETHER, and working TOGETHER to
make our grotto an organization worthy of its
location in the heart of some of the finest
caving in the world. We need people to lead
trips, and when you are going, send us a trip
report, even if its only three sentences. The

coming year is our 50th anniversary as a grotto.

Lets all work together and make the next fifty
years a great as the first.

Marty Abercrombie, Acting-Chair

. Meeting Notice

The regular meeting of the

Chattanooga Grotto is held the

second Monday of every month at
7:00p.m at the downtown CARTA Conference
Center in Chattanooga, the next meeting is
scheduled for November 14th, 2005. The EC
meeting is at 6:00, right before the Grotto
meeting.

Grotto Program

Clem Akins will be showing pictures from his
recent trip to Madagascar. Food will be
provided so bring an appetite. Hope to see you
there!

New Members
by Jack McCormick

The following person joined the Grotto within the
past month. Please make him welcome and
include him in our future
caving adventures

Jonny Prouty

Apt. 404, 20 Mason Drive
Chattanooga, TN 37415
Cell: (571)251-6160
E-mail:
dormat@gmail.com

Meet the New Tagline Editor!

Hello, from your brand new editor, Hollie
Baranick! Considering that I've never edited a
newsletter before, I'm excited to be helping out,
but please be patient as | try to figure out this
crazy thing called Adobe Pagemaker. I've got a
few ideas for future newsletters, and I'd love to
hear yours! My contact info is on the back page,
and I'd love to get your trip reports, announce-
ments, jokes, notes of interest, notes of
uninterest - you can even make up stuff if you
want! Send it all my way, and we’ll make it fun.

Hollie
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Weekend Trip Reports in and around
Trenton
By: Glenn Segrest

Yes, underreported Chattanooga Grotto mem-
bers still cave. However our trip reports do not
reflect our trips. In an attempt to correct this,
here is a trip report. Friday, October the 21,
began fall break for UTC. Plans were conspired
by Ben [sorry Ben | don’t know your last name]
Jonny Prouty, Marty Abercrombie, Sarah
Kreitzer, and myself for this weekend to camp
and cave at Buyers cave, enjoy a meteor shower
and spend some time with good friends. Due to
a recent turn of events, the camping was post-
poned to a future date. Marty, kindly opened his
home to the entire group for a makeshift alterna-
tive to camping. Brian Sakofsky, from the
Centers for Cave and Karst study, was returning
to Chattanooga to continue his study of the
hydrologic drainage of Lookout Mountain. He
has been known to stay at the Jonny Prouty-
Glenn Segrest caver hostel while in town, but
decided to take a detour to Marty Abercrombie’s
base camp for the evening. Along evening of
reminiscing and telling big cave lies was enjoyed
by all, after settling in for an evening slumber
[sleeping bags could be found everywhere from
the living room floor to the back yard] and a long
mornings rest, The party split and went their
respective ways; Brian to his study area, and the
remainder to Buyers. Fortunately, | had pur-
chased a pair of trekking poles a week earlier,
because | had likely broken my toe about two
weeks before on my bed post [lights were on,
wasn't late, still painful, | don’t want to talk about
it] and was defiantly still feeling it. The hike in
was difficult, but manageable. Upon reaching
the entrance, the party rested. We entered the
cave around 11:00 and had planned to go to the
pit that leads into the razor back passage, into
the big room, and return before 22:00 to call
Ben’s Mother and let her know we were safe.
However this plan also changed. | began to
understand that two week to heal a broken toe
was not enough. At the climb down, just before
Hitchcock’s easy crawl, what | have always
known as the “Glass Wall” | decided to turn
around. Thankfully Sarah was kind enough to
return to the entrance with me so the rest of the
group could continue on. We established a time

for a return [18:00], because with today’s gas
prices we drove in only one vehicle, and those
continuing on had to be picked up. A plan was
also made to hide a cell phone in a water bottle
near where we had parked. The group split and
the deep group pushed on while Sarah and |
returned to the surface. Sarah and | passed a
group entering the cave from Augusta Georgia
and South Carolina at the entrance. While on
the surface, Sarah suggested we arrange to
make dinner for the deep group. A quick trip to
Ingles and a Mexican feast was planned and
purchased. Around 17:00 Brian returned from
his day’s labor and we continued preparing the
evening meal. 18:00 rolled around and no call
was received from the deep group. Knowing
how time warps occur under ground [you know
how you go under ground and spend no more
than an hour and some how three hours will
have passed on the surface, it's a quandary] no
alarm was triggered. Around 20:00 we decided
to go to the cave and see if we could hear our
friends. We encountered Ben on the trail near
the entrance as he headed out to make his call.
The rest of the group was delayed by a couple
from the Atlanta area. Glad everyone was safe.
Dinner was served and another evening of big
cave lies was enjoyed by all, except Sarah who
though she had to work that evening and left
around 23:00. The next morning Marty informed
us [Brian, Jonny, and myself] of a trip that was to
bounce Pearson’s pit on his friend, Dusty’s
property. LT, who was leaving to a new job in
lllinois was scheduled to bounce the pit. We
decided to join in his send off, and traveled to
Jim Wilbanks’ house for access. We tried to get
the jump on the other group, who was likely still
gathering gear after LT's send off party on the
mountain, and started up the hike to the pit. The
pit was rigged, and Jonny the rigger was privi-
leged with the first person in our group to drop
this beautiful pit. While donning gear, Bill
Putnam, LT, Nancy and Scout Aulenbach and
another friend [sorry | missed your name] joined
us for the pit bounce [more like we joined them].
The pit bouncing began. A beautiful day in TAG
was well under way. The weather was great, the
pit was magnificent, and seeing friends at a TAG
pit was the highlight. Next, a trip to the Mexican
restaurant in Trenton, by Brian, Jonny, Marty and
myself (our group) was in order to round out the
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day and gain some sustenance. Afterwards,
Sarah rejoined our group, and we met with Jerry
Wallace for an easy wind-down trip to Howard’s
Waterfall cave. This was Jonny’s and Sarah’s
first trip to the cave, so of course one of them
had to lead. Sarah was there to command this
task. She lead us to the disaster room and most
of the group explored. Jerry began a photo shoot
that produced a few pictures that promised to be
great. After exiting the cave, we returned to
Marty’'s base camp to sort gear and once again
tell big cave lies. The group then separated
satisfied, after spending a great weekend in TAG.

The Razorback Passage in Byers
October 22, 2005 - Jonny Prouty

Since Glenn has already taken the time to
describe the first portion of our trip to Byers, |
won't bore you all by going through that again. My
report starts with me, Marty Abercrombie, and
Ben Castleberry stuck between a rock and a
hard place (Hitchcock's Easy Crawl and the
climb just before that, what's it called, the Glass
Wall?). Not wanting to go either of those ways,
we opted to go drop the pit that leads into the
Razorback Passage.

Rigging the pit is an adventure in itself. In order
to get to the bolts, there is a slightly exposed
traverse leading to a slightly more exposed
traverse ending with you being very exposed
straddling the pit next to the anchors. There is a
bolt and an iron rod driven into the wall about fifty
feet back from the pit (at the very top of the climb
up to the pit) that you can use to rig a handline, if
that is any comfort.

If anyone knows the name of this pit, by the way,
we would love to know. We have simply been
referring to it as the "Hell Pit". There is some
graffiti near the top that says something like "To
Hell" with an arrow pointing down. We thought it
was appropriate. At any rate, after we all suc-
cessfully and uneventfully made our way down to
the bottom of the pit, we doffed our vertical gear
and headed down the Razorback Passage.

The Razorback Passage ended up being (sur-
prise!) very awkward. It ended up being mostly
tight, joint-controlled canyon. There were a

couple different ways through it, and we all
ended up taking slightly different paths. | ended
up taking the high road, which involved a lot of
awkward stemming with my knees up by my
ears and very creative use of my elbows and
chin. Marty apparently found the low road, a nice
sand covered crawlway. | still don't believe that
anything soft and easy exists in there. Ben
ended up taking a combination of both. While
Marty and | both eventually ended up in the Shale
Passage between the Big Formation room and
the Pop-Out, Ben somehow ended up above the
Shale Passage trying to figure out where we
were.

Once we were all together again we took a rest
at the Pop-Out. There we bumped into two
cavers from Augusta who unfortunately had to
turn around at this point due to the rest of their
members not being with them. Bummer.

After this, we found our way through the Big
Formation Room to the Rimstone Dams and
then down into the lower stream passage. We
actually were able to count 12 or 13 sculpin in
the pools down here, which was quite a surprise.
None of us had ever heard of Byers having
sculpin.

At this point, we turned around and headed for
the entrance, due to primary light failure. It took
us about an hour and a half from this point to get
back to the top of the pit, de-rig it and start
heading out. When we got back into the "Rock
and a Hard Place", we met up with two cavers,
Katy and Rodney, on their way in.

Not wanting to cut their trip too short, we waited
for them to use our handline on the Glass Wall,
have a quick look-see at the Pop-Out, then come
back.

About 10-20 minutes later, they came back and
we all made our way to the entrance. At this
point, we met up with Brian Sakofsky at the
climb down after the Boy Scout Room. He was
heading in to see if everything was ok, as due to
the extra wait and a prior miscommunication, we
had passed our exit time by 2 hours. He was
relieved that we were all ok and we were glad to
know that we were taken care of just in case.
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Our group, now grown to six, made quick work
of the remaining cave and emerged safe and
sound at around 20:30.

Wheelers Raid Trip Report
Marty Abercrombie

Glenn Segrest, Johnny Prouty and myself went
to wheelers raid last Tuesday. | have looked for
this cave twice before and apparently was within
twenty feet of the entrance both times. Itsis a
nice 80' pit with two little sidedomes. There is a
good amount of decoration and some really neat
mudformation in the side dome. This pit makes
for a great after work cave if you just want to get
underground before dinner, especially if you live
close to signal mountain.

Trip Report, Cedar Ridge Crystal
By Hollie Baranick

What a turn-out for this grotto trip! We had a
total of fifteen cavers show, among those includ-
ing Kat & George Doaud, Marty Abercrombie,
Jonny Prout, Alex, Ben, Brandon, Claire
Schlangen, Hollie Baranick, Mike Harrison,
Nancy, Sarah, Cliff, Jerry Wallace, and David
Lapham (sorry to those | don’t know your last
names). This is a really easy, really pretty cave.
As Kat said at the beginning, our main concern
is to watch out for the formations-they were
EVERYWHERE! We all entered in as a group,
and went straight into the main room. After that,
we sort of scattered-there were really too much
of us to stay together, anyway. Kat, George,
Claire, Brandon, David & | took off toward an-
other passage, in search of the “Bathroom Sink”,
a sort of Holy Grail quest for Kat. (We never

did find it-but we had a lot of fun making the guys
squeeze through this sort of tight hole - Brandon
lost his shoe, sorry about that - and after we got
all the guys through, the girls discovered an
easy, “up and over” way to go, and actually
ended up seeing more of the big room back
there). After the quest for the Bathroom Sink
came to it's bitter end, we headed back to the
main room and joined the others. Jerry Wallace
was having all kinds of fun with his camera, and
everyone else was just sort of lounging around,

seeing all that there was to see. Then, things
started to get really interesting. As we were
sitting there, Mike Harrison started looking
around, and found this area with a lot of really
loose, recently disturbed dirt. He swept away,
some of the pebbles, and found what looked to
be an old beer bottle, semi-buried in the dirt. Not
really impressed with the bottle, he tossed it to
Nancy, who realized it must be imported beer,
because there was no English on the bottle.

She rubbed it a little to make out what it said, and
then suddenly the bottle started smoking! She
screamed, and threw the bottle to the center of
the room. There the bottle started spinning in
circles, sparking like a lit dynamite fuse, and
then, in a huge puff of orange smoke, stood a
ghostly, transparent figure of a man. He was
very tall, bearded, and bore an incredible resem-
blance to Jim Wilbanks. The man announced
that he was the Genie of the Beer Bottle, and
said that he would grant each of us one wish, for
his brief reprieve from The Bottle. We all sat
there, dumbfounded, not really believing what we
were seeing. None of us could think of anything
to say, then Jerry Wallace (who had missed this
display of the supernatural because he was in
the Column Room taking pictures) suddenly
yelled over, “Man, | wish | had better light for this
picture!” And Whoosh! The entire cave was
suddenly filled with the brilliant light! The stalac-
tites sparkled like jewels, the walls took on a
gentle golden glow, and a soft white light seemed
to radiate from the floor! Well, my friends, you
could imagine the mayhem that erupted. When
we finally got our heads wrapped around the
situation, we rushed to The Bearded Man,
anxious to get our wishes answered. The first
few wishes were easy - Alex wanted to ace his
Geology exam, Brandon his business class,
George wanted a new car, Marty wanted a better
job (he’s now the owner of Rock City). Sarah,
Jonny, and Ben wanted to find a new passage in
the cave, and a beautiful borehole passage
opened up on the right. You should have seen
their looks of glee as they started running down
the passage. My friend Claire & | wished for
what any girl would wish for (drop 20 pounds) -
Claire go so excited she started jumping up and
down, and accidently knocked over the large
column in the middle of the room (David
Lapham, gentleman that he is, used his wish to
fix the situation). The idea of fixing formations

Page 4



really appealed to Kat, who wished for all of

the broken formations to be repaired. We were
dazzled by formations flying over our heads,
going back to their original positions, rough
edges becoming smooth. Nancy thought this
was spectacular, so she wished for a new type
of speleothem to be named just after her, the
“StalagaNancy”. ClIiff, caught up in the moment,
asked for the whole cave to be filled with forma-
tions. This was met with a rousing cheer, until it
slowly sunk in exactly what he asked for. All the
cavers huddled together as the formations
started to overtake the cave. They grew bigger,
and bigger, and bigger, and someone cried,
“They’re growing over the exit! Run for it!”
Marty turned to the Genie, asking, “Is there

anything you can do?” The Genie replied,
“Once a wish is spoken, there’s no turning

back.” We all made a dash for the exit, barely
making it out okay, and Mike Harrison, who had
yet to make his wish, turned, and yelled back
through the cave, “Beer Genie, please help
protect our caves!” The Genie’'s warbled voice
was heard, just barely, “As...you...wish...”, and
then, with a thud, the entrance was sealed. So
that’s it for the Cedar Ridge Crystal cave. Who
knows if anyone will ever be able to go back-
thank goodness Jerry took pictures. (Now that |
think about it, we never knew if Sarah, Jonny,
and Ben ever came out of that other passage-
has anyone heard from them?)

*Note from the author: Some of the above material may
not be true. | may have this mixed up with a dream | had
the other night. This is what happens when | eat

Mexican after 10pm.

Joke of theMonth:

Q: What did the limestone say to the geologist?
A. Stop taking me for granite!

(you see, this is why you should probably send
in jokes, cuz I'm a tour guide, so, um, yeah...)

2005 TAG FALL CAVE-IN MUNCHIE STAND
FINANCIAL RESULTS
By Jack McCormick

Again this year the Chattanooga Grotto hosted
the Munchie Stand at the TAG Fall Cave-in.
This was our second year at the new site. The
weather was very wet for the main part of the
event and this is normally good for the Munchie
Stand, as people then tend to do less cooking
at their campsites than in fairer conditions.
Actually, however, we sold slightly less this
year than last, but our net profit was
significantly higher than last year due to lower
expenses. The table below shows the Munchie
Stand’s financial performance for the last five
years.

Year Gross Take Expenses Net Profit
2001 $4,258.15 $2,117.20 $2.140.95
2002 $5,243.90 $2,540.52 $2,703.38
2003 $5,094.10 $3,180,47 $1,913.63
2004 $4,970.82 $3,696,41 $1,274.41
2005 $4,506.53 $2,451.86 $2,054.67

It should be noted that the above expenses
were lowered this year by returning $132.26 of
unopened food and also by donating $68.55 of
unsold food to the Chattanooga Area Food
Bank, for a total expense reduction of
$200.81. The donated food will be shown in
the Grotto’s annual report as a charitable
contribution unrelated financially to the
Munchie Stand.

The Chattanooga Grotto thanks all of its
members and others who helped with the
Munchie Stand this year. We really do
appreciate all of your hard work. And we
especially appreciate the work and dedication
of Wm Shrewsbury, without which our
operation of the Munchie Stand would not have
been possible.
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%{?ﬁ%\; Calendar of Events And Now, a Word from Our Public...

This following is an actual question asked by a

December 3: Christmas Party! This year’s guest at Ruby Falls while INSIDE the cave:
party will be at the Lane’s residence. This

will be in place of our regular monthly meeting.
Directions will follow in next months
newsletter. Come join the fun!

“Now, there’s no gravity down here, right?”

(I know I'm not the only one who works with the regular
folks concerning caves - I'd love to add your experi-

] ences here, too!)

Grotto Trips! Future grotto trips posted

here! Contact List

Acting-Chair: Marty Abercrombie Gear Guru/Cave Key Holder: Buddy Lane
9868 Highway 11 40 Hidden Brook Lane

Trenton, GA30752 Signal Mountain, TN 37377

H - (706) 657-7160 C - (423) 580-0624, W - (423) 867-2846
abercrombie_mart@hotma".Com b|ane@scci_org
Treasurer/Membership/Librarian: Conservation Officer:Jim Wilbanks
Jack McCormick Post Office Box 34

8622 Blueberry Lane Rising Fawn, GA 30738-0034
Ooltewah, TN 37363-9251 H - (706) 462-2316

H — (423) 238-9589 jimgail69@earthlink.net

mccormik@mindspring.com
Webmaster: Wm Shrewsbury
Secretary/TAGline Editor: Hollie Baranick 5537 Old Hunter Road

116 30th Street, NE Ooletwah, TN 37363-8790
Cleveland, TN 37312-5405 H-(423) 238-9334, W-(423) 344-4716
H - (423)280-8223 william2005@hawaiiflow.com

hollie@nldc.com

This contact list may also be found at the Grotto web site “Contact Us” page, at
http://www.caves.org/grotto/chattanooga/ contactus.html

In order to get the Tagline out earlier we would like articles for all editions of the Tagline to be submitted by the 28" of the month before publication.
Send in pictures, articles, announcements, or what you want posted. See contact page for info. All drawings are copyright protected and the editor has
received special permission from the artist to use in the TAGLine. The gifted Rick Spears provided the drawing on the envelope. Thank you very much!
The Chattanooga Grotto TAGLine is the monthly notice of The Chattanooga Grotto of the National Speleological Society, Inc. The editor reserves the
right to edit submissions for clarity and space requirements. Exchanges are welcome and encouraged. Please submit trip report and other longer material
to the TAGLine PO Box 11506, Chattanooga, TN 37401-2506 or the Grotto TAGLine Editor.

© Chattanooga Grotto of the NSS
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